FOREWORD
FLYING is now an important factor of life and pro-
gress. The existence of air-lines and military avia-
tion, as well as of an established aeronautical industry
and science, is taken for granted as a part of modern
life. It is strange to realize that at the beginning of the
present century all this was practically non-existent.
All the flying in the world was represented by the
separate efforts of a few individual pioneers, who
were forcing the young art of flying ahead against
tremendous odds and difficulties. The beginning of
flying, and the quick progress from the first short hops,
a few feet high, to the great flights across the oceans,
and around the world, represents a very interesting
story. The author of this book participated in this
development from the early days. It is his desire to
write down the impressions of the early pioneering
days, and of the gradual development, describing
mainly the work with which he himself was connected.
The Winged " S " is the emblem of Sikorsky aero-
planes, and its story starts with a tiny S-i which could
make only small jumps a few feet high, and ends with
the huge 8-42 flying Clippers of the Pan-American
Airways, which surveyed and opened for peaceful air
transportation the long routes across the Pacific and
Northern Atlantic Oceans.